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The vagueness of the language of the Act arose,
as I have pointed out, from the fact that its authors
did not wish to face^ the problem with which they
had to deal, a'nd to grapple with its real difficulties.
They, wished that the King of England should act
as the sovereign of Bengal, but they did not wish
to proclaim him to be so. They wished not to inter-
fere in express terms either with the Mogul Emperor
or with the Company which claimed under him. Hence
the obscurity of the language about British subjects.
This fundamental obscurity, showed itself in another
way. The relation between the Council and the Court
was left undefined. The Council was invested with

1 " the  whole   civil   and   military government   of  the
"said presidency, and also the   ordering, management,
" and government of all the territorial acquisitions and
" revenues in the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa."

2 The Governor-General and the Council were exempt
from the criminal jurisdiction of the Courts except in
cases of treason and felony, and 3 they were not liable to
be arrested or imprisoned, but there is nothing else in
the Act to exempt them from the responsibility to which
all European British subjects, and all servants of the
Company were, on the narrowest possible  construction
of the Act, made subject.    There was nothing to say
what part of the institution over which they presided
was to be regarded as having a legal character of its
own   beyond   the   following   vague   expression :    The
management, &c., was vested in them, " in like manner
"to all intents and purposes whatsoever, as the   same
" now are or at any time heretofore might have been.

1 13 Geo. III. c. 63, s. 7.
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